
 

 

November 2018 

 This is Sheree Sak’s last week 

after two years with us. Best of 

luck Sheree! We will miss you. 

 Current stocks of Millet & 

Forage Sorghum are very low. 

Options left include Cowpeas, 

Lab Lab & Pearler Pennisetum 

Hybrid millet. Please contact us  

for availability 

 Accumulated rainfall is 144mm 

below the monthly average at 

Manilla & 88mm at Barraba 

 Subsoil moisture is ranging 

between 49mm (28%) -Barraba 

and 31mm (18%) - Manilla 

 BoM forecast expecting a 75% 

chance of at least 25mm for 

November but 70% chance of 

exceeding median max temps, 

causing higher evap. rates. 

What To Do With a Little           
Bit of Green Pick? 

 - written by Ted Irwin, District Veterinarian 
North West Local Land Services 

 

So there’s been some rain about. 

Nothing to crow about but the area 

looks greener and generally that tends 

to lift people’s spirits - which is a good 

thing. 

However, the temptation to stop 

feeding cattle, particularly cows with 

calves at foot, is high during these 

times when everyone is just sick of 

feeding animals. 

I’d encourage producers to keep up on 

the feeding to allow some of the grass 

to get away a bit more and also to 

offset the issues we see when grass is 

short, green, and full of moisture. 

Calcium and particularly magnesium 

are in low quantities in short green 

grass. When cattle chase this green 

pick they consume short grass all day 

but due to the high moisture content 

and short height of the pasture, they 

don’t get enough in kilograms of dry 

matter. The most at-risk group of grass 

tetany (low magnesium) are 4-6-year-old 

cows that are in heavy lactation. 

A supplement of magnesium in the form 

of magnesium oxide, plus some ag-lime 

and salt in a 1:1:1 ratio can make all the 

difference. Keep up the energy and hay 

supplements and things should run 

smoothly.  

Worms. Spring, Summer, and Autumn are 

all good months for the intestinal worm 

and when things are moist and short, 

worms survive on pasture and in both 

cattle and sheep, in particular the calves 

and weaner groups are almost forced to 

pick up masses of worm larvae on 

pasture through eating short green pick. 

Generally animals still on their mums 

don’t need a drench but at weaning a 

drench is essential. Consider a long acting 

injectable to provide some sustained 

worm control in the weaner group. 

Anything that disrupts the normal 

passage of ingesta through the intestines 

Our Manilla team wore pink in October for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Pictured L-R: Simon Williams, Tim McDonald, Sheree Sak, Scott Walker, Katie Woods, 

Jacob Hawley, Jenny Whitbread, Christopher Atkinson. 

can lead to pulpy kidney 

(enterotoxaemia). Lambs are much 

more prone than adult sheep and the 

disease is less common in cattle as you 

get further west although they can 

definitely still die from it. 

Make sure calves and lambs get a 5-in-1 

vaccination (often at marking) but 

remember they need a booster 4-6 

weeks later to give full protection. 

Grass tetany and pulpy kidney can both 

result in very sudden death and so 

prevention is better than cure in this 

instance. 

A strategic drench for worms at 

weaning is a must and in particular 

during drought when immunity is low, 

worms will thrive in the guts of our four-

legged friends. 

Lastly, if you are going to early wean, 

get some advice on feeding this group 

of animals. They require some special 

attention depending on their weight at 

the time of weaning and it generally 

pays to do it right the first time. 



 

$1,800,000 

NAMOI RIVER FRONTAGE! 

 312 acres (220 arable acres)  

 4 bedroom home, 2 bedroom cottage  

 7 bay garage/workshop, 2 hay sheds  

 Steel cattle yards, indoor arena, 
round yard, 8 stables & tack room  

 3 stallion yards & day yards 

 80 meg storage dam, 50 meg river 
licence 
 

Contact Christopher Atkinson 
0499 851 911 
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MANILLA - Lone Star 

$235,000 

DOUBLE BLOCK, GOOD LOCATION 
 Fully renovated 3 bedroom home, 

recently painted outside 
 Built-ins, ceiling fans, wood fire & 

split-system A/C 
 Front & back patio, paved BBQ area 
 Workshop/garage & carport 
 Water tanks & garden sheds 
 1295m2 block with low maintenance 

gardens 

 Contact Sinclair Hughson                      
0428 821 071 

BARRABA - 38-40 Gotha Street 
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Agronomy Update 
Tropical Grasses Better Than Forage 

Sorghum 

Comparing fertilized tropical pastures to 
Lucerne or forage sorghum has shown 
that Lucerne is still king for energy and 
protein, followed by tropical grasses 
then forage sorghum. 

However, Lucerne requires more water, 
has the risk of bloat and does not 
handle stress as well as tropical 
pastures. Poor digestibility of tropical 
grasses is due to grazing management 
and lack of nutrition. 

Tropical grasses can produce an extra 
100kgs/ha of herbage for every kg of 
nitrogen applied at cost $0.006c kg/DM. 

Tropical grass leaf digestibility improves 
through quicker grazing rotations.  

Allowing 2–3 weeks rest compared to 6 
weeks on fertilized tropical pastures can 
improve both metabolisable energy and 
protein levels.  

Ideally herbage mass before grazing 
should be 1600kgs–3000kgs DM/Ha for 
cattle (14cm in height), graze down to 
1000kgs–1200kgs DM/Ha (4cm in 
height). For sheep, before grazing 1500
-1800kgs DM/Ha (8cm in height) and 
graze down to 1000kgs DM/Ha (3-4cm 
in height). 

Natural Nitrogen 

Recent rain has allowed clovers/
legumes to get away. Naturally 

 Generally presents as sudden death, & 

occasionally presents as excitement in 

sheep & goats, in-coordination & 

convulsions may be observed prior to 

death in sheep, goats & cattle. Often 

affecting the heaviest in the mob 

 There is no treatment, therefore 

prevention is important (vaccinating, and 

avoiding sudden changes in diet where 

possible) 

 Caused by the bacteria Clostridium 

perfringens Type D and the toxin it 

produces, which exists in small amounts in 

the gut of healthy animals. Normal 

intestinal movements keeps the bacteria 

levels low so no disease occurs. Factors 

altering the gut environment may allow 

the bacteria to activate & multiply, 

producing high toxin levels resulting in 

disease & death 

 Sudden changes in the amount or quality 

of feed can cause this, such as introduction 

to lush pasture or grain-based diets 

 Most likely to occur during periods of rapid 

pasture growth & high feed availability, 

especially if animals are moved from low-

quality feed onto these pastures 

 A primary course of two vaccinations in 

previously unvaccinated animals, 4-6 

weeks apart, is required. These two doses 

of Ultravac 5in1® or Ultravac 7in1® should 

provide effective immunity against pulpy 

kidney disease for three months in cattle 

(using 5in1 for sheep, it is not registered 

for use in goats). Booster doses, using 5in1, 

are necessary to maintain immunity 

against pulpy kidney disease and should be 

given at appropriate intervals according to 

local & seasonal conditions. 

 A minimum annual booster dose of 5in1 or 

7in1 should be administered 

 The risk of Pulpy Kidney disease will vary 

depending on farm management practices. 

Contact Zoetis or your local veterinarian 

for specific advice to suit your situation 

and risk level. 

Information from Zoetis Australia 

1800 814 883 

Ultravac 5in1 and 7in1 are stocked in 
both Barraba & Manilla stores 

occurring nitrogen production from 
legumes can only be done if the legumes 
are producing healthy rhizobia nodulation. 

A rough guide for nitrogen production is 
for every 1t/ha legume DM, it produces 
20kgs N or @45kgs Urea. 
(Crop and Pasture Science Vol 63 2012) 

Lack of legume nodulation and legume 
persistence in the district is due to various 
factors, these include: 

 Incorrect grazing practices 

 Lack of nutrients such as 

Molybdenum and Boron  

 Acidic or soils that are saline 

 Root disease. 

A productive legume pasture above the 
ground does not necessarily indicate 
effective nodulation or effective nitrogen 
fixation below the ground. When digging 
up legume plants and inspecting the root 
system for nodules, the nodules should be 
pink and healthy, not grey. 

A simple way of improving nodulation is 
maintaining a lime program and 
maintaining a pH level 5.6> CaCac12 
(Calcium Carbonate level). 

This month we start our Tropical pasture 
trials across the district. The aim is to get 
better growth and carrying capacity in the 
district - watch this space for updates. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the 
paddock. 

Andrew Jack 
M: 0484 821 006 
E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 


