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 MLA CEO has brought forward 

predictions for changing future 

of beef by 2033. He believes 

beef will begin to be marketed 

by region much like wine and 

we will see a big increase in 

pain relief for procedures such 

as castration. 

 DPI has a drought feed 

calculator online that is great 

for calculating nutritional and 

cost aspects of different feeds 

 End of Financial Year is fast 

approaching. The ATO have 

extended the 20K instant asset 

write off for small businesses 

with turnover <$10M. This 

could be your last chance! 

 Head to 

droughthub.nsw.gov.au for 

drought relief funding info 

 Hay shortage for NSW 

 

Decision-Making in a Tough 
Autumn 

- by Charlie Hart 
 

A third of the year has come and 
gone with mostly disappointing 
amounts of rain measured. We are, 
once again, faced with difficult 
decisions.  

Dry periods in Autumn have been 
more the norm in the last decade 
than wet ones, so it’s now the 
challenges start.  

Firstly, do you sow your winter 
crops dry, or do you wait for full 
moisture? Do you sell your 
livestock now, or do you punt them 
along for finishing on the crops into 
stronger winter markets? 
Decisions! Decisions! 

And they are all important and can 
drastically change results and 
outcomes. 

I say hasten slowly. Make a weekly 
plan that prioritises the most 
important actions for the week 
ahead. Take everything into 
account on a week-by-week basis. 

The main reason I say week-by-
week is that this is the most 
accurate weather forecast; as 
we all know, anything beyond 
seven days becomes a guess 
when it comes to the weather.  

If you haven't got any crop in 
yet, you are most certainly not 
alone. With the clock ticking 
away, perhaps now is the time 
to consider a dry planting. 

We are now at the stage 
where taking a punt and 
planting at least a portion of 
our crop dry lowers the risk of 
missing out on getting any 
oats in the ground at all. 

Closely assessing your grazing 
country each week is a very 
important part of the plan. 

If you are yet to wean, this needs to 
become a priority to allow females 
to restore some fat prior to winter.  

Of course, this can happen over a 
period of a few weeks, starting first 
with the females that are lightest 
or youngest. 

When it comes to trading livestock 
use the same plan; firstly, sell the 
heavy end that are eating the most, 
then the non-doers to lighten the 
load. Make small decisions week-by
-week to ease the burden and risk.  

The flip-side to this is not making 
small decisions every week, not 
having a weekly plan and hoping 
for the best, which is a very risky 
approach because all of a sudden 
there is no feed, markets have 
declined and stock have dropped 
condition. 

So, to that end, good luck with your 
decisions during Autumn and don’t 
hesitate to give our team a call if 
you are looking for a sounding 
board. 



$265,000 

GENEROUS HOME + SHEDS ON A 
LARGE BLOCK 

This sweet three-bedroom home will 
surprise you! 
Some features include built-in 
wardrobes to two bedrooms, large 
living/dining area, modern kitchen 
which oversees the additional family/
dining room with a wood combustion 
heater. Bathroom with separate toilet, 
screened-in sunroom, and laundry. 
The home is carpeted in the bedrooms 
and lounge, and tiled in all other areas. 
Two recently installed split-system air-
conditioners (one in the lounge and one 
in the main bedroom) plus ceiling fans 
in two bedrooms will keep you 
comfortable in all seasons. 
The 1012sqm block is fully fenced with 
rear-lane access, and caters for all your 
needs with an outdoor entertainment/
BBQ area, garage with workshop and 
man cave, double carport, wood shed, 
cubby house, garden shed, chook pens, 
fresh water tanks, and still enough 
room in the yard for activities. 
A short walk to the river and main 
street - this loving home needs a new 
family to love. 
 
Currently tenanted under lease until 
24/05/2018. 

Contact Gemma Rothwell     
0457 851 911 
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MANILLA - 106 Namoi St 

$109,000 

GREAT LOCATION 

Older quaint style two bedroom, 
wooden home with closed in back 
verandah that could be used for a sleep 
out.  

Bathroom and laundry combined, large 
kitchen and lounge areas. 

Home is situated on a large block  with 
good access for larger vehicles or 
caravan.  

Plenty of room to create your bit of 
paradise without costing a fortune.  

 

Contact Sinclair Hughson        
0428 821 071 

BARRABA - 34 Queen Street 
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Simply download the “Ridley 

Rewards App” and head in store 

to find out more 

Drought Feeding Options 

Unfortunately we are now staring 
down the barrel of a winter with little 
availability of protein rich feeds. We 
are looking at supplementation 
options. Hart Rural are still stocking 
our usual range of blocks, dry licks and 
pellets and doing our best to keep our 
sheds full, however with the increased 
demand throughout Northern NSW 
our lag time on orders (currently 3-4 
weeks) is increasing so please bare this 
in mind if you are chasing large 
quantities. This is also true to poly 
pipe, tanks and troughs.  

We have also been sourcing quality 
hay out of the far south. If you are 
chasing bulk loads of hay direct-to-
farm give us a call.  

We also have the ability to source 
direct-to-farm bulk loads of cotton 
seed which is a relatively safe, cost 
effective feeding option. Please bear in 
mind here that the large demand 
throughout Northern NSW is quickly 
driving the price up. Week-by-week 
we are seeing small price hikes here so 
plan ahead.  

Also keep in mind - in prolonged dry 
conditions we often see livestock 
deficient in vitamins A & E. This is 
easily remedied and can greatly 
improve how your stock handle stress. 


