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Agronomy Update 

2019 Winter Cropping Program 

“What should I sow?” is a question 
that, at present, has no definite 
answers. Due to high soil 
temperatures, the simple answer is 
wait until the soil temperature gets 
below 25°

C
. The sowing window for 

grazing cereals runs from March 
until April, then cereals after that 
become either straight grazing or 
cereal production.  

Other options include forage 
brassicas, vetch and short- term 
ryegrass. 

If sowing dry, sow deeper; at least 
30 – 50mm.  

Cooler soil temperatures will allow 
the seed to sit and wait for rain, 
typical sowing rate in dry times 
would be 40kgs seed plus 50kgs/ha 
(DAPS plus Trace) – 80 kgs/ha 
(Croplift 15). 

Urea or limiting nutrients can be 
applied later, either by liquid 
application or dry. 

Amount will depend on plant 
available moisture. 

Pasture Renovation Through 

Winter 

Depending on plant numbers and 
pasture type – Tropical or 
Temperate, they will need fertiliser 
and weed control to be able to 
recover through the winter. 

Winter is a time for pastures to 
replenish their nutrient and moisture 
reserves. 

As emphasized at our Crop Info 
night, Nitrogen, Calcium and trace 
elements are the major nutrients 
missing. Talk to us regarding a 

program to get you back on the front 
foot in Spring. 

Hart Rural Crop Night 

At least 40 people attended our 
annual crop night, held at the Manilla 
RSL. Titled “Droughts Don’t Stop You 
Learning”, clients were given an 
insight into latest developments in 
chemical supply and new products 
from Nufarm, the expanding grain 
industry opportunities in the district 
from Agracom, the results from soil 
tests and observations from the 2018 
season, and an update on the 
Tropical pasture trials. 

A copy of the presentation can be 
found on our website. 

A more in-depth discussion on the 
findings from the Tropical pasture 
trials will be held later in the year. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the 
paddock. 

Andrew Jack 

M: 0484 821006 

E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 

We can only hope 

 Duncan’s Chickens will arrive at our 
stores Thursday 14th March. Call us 
to order yours: Barraba 6782 1006, 
Manilla 6785 1911 

 FarmHub has rounded up all the 
drought support information in one 
easy-to-find place: harmhub.org.au 
- by choosing your state/territory, 
you can then view all assistance 
schemes available within NSW 

 We had a great turnout at our Crop 
Information Night with approx. 40 
attendees—the presentation can 
also be viewed on our website 

 See over the page for a photo of 
our recent visit to Ranger’s Valley 
feedlot 

 Accumulated rainfall currently 
262mm below the yearly average 
at Barraba and 303mm at Manilla 

 Subsoil moisture ranging between 
53mm (31%) at Barraba and 46mm 
(27%) at Manilla - last year saw 
45% at Barraba and 38% at Manilla 

 Current evaporation rate is 
between 7mm – 10mm per day, 
while current daily plant use for 
Tropicals is 7mm 

 Current soil temp at 9am at Manilla 
was 28o C, higher at Barraba, 
depending on ground cover 

 BoM forecast 75% chance of at 
least 10mm for March, 75% chance 
of exceeding 50mm by end of May 
and 40% chance of exceeding 
median rainfall for that period. 

 Both median max and min temps 
will be greater than 80% in the 
same period 

Thank you to the Riverbend 
Retirement Village for the 

contributions to drought relief for 
our struggling farmers. 

RRV donated much-needed dog 
biscuits to farmers in the Barraba 

area. Thanks to everyone who 
donated and made it possible. Your 

contributions have not gone 
unnoticed and are very much 

appreciated. Agronomists Brent Johnson and Andrew Jack speaking at the Crop Information Night held in Manilla last month  



$525,000          

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON!! 

 Two-storey home on a huge 7234m2 block with spectacular 
views, three bedrooms with built-ins and fourth bedroom/
rumpus room 

 Modern kitchen and bathroom with spa bath 

 Entertainment area, salt water pool, separate spa with 
undercover area 

 Downstairs has great storage, single lockup garage, as well as 
the fourth bedroom 

 Separate double garage and garden shed, dual-street access 
and plenty of room for a horse 

 Great opportunity for subdivision, subject to council approval 

Contact Christopher Atkinson     0499 851 911 

4 1 3 $165,000 

QUAINT HOUSE, QUIET END OF TOWN 

 2.5 bedroom fibro house 

 Well set out, with a modern kitchen that flows through to the 
lounge room and to the dining room 

 Split-system air-conditioner in the lounge room, as well as 
open fireplace 

 Bathroom with shower and toilet, and separate laundry that 
leads to the back patio and into the backyard 

 Carport, large concrete area and workshop 

 Some of the richest soil in Barraba growing one of the largest 
tomato plants ever seen 

 Beautiful established gardens 
 

Contact Sinclair Hughson      0428 821 071 

MANILLA - 110 Court Street 

1   2 1 

BARRABA - 34 Rodney Street 

Meet Katie P, our newest real estate 
team member! 
Name: Katie Pilgrim 
What is your role at Hart Rural: Property Manager at Manilla 
Before working at Hart Rural, what was the most unusual or interesting job you’ve ever had? I 
worked in face to face marketing for a company that raised funds for charities at places like 
shopping centres & sporting events. I got to travel a lot and met some famous faces along 
the way. 
Three words that best describe you?   1. Persistent   2. Impartial    3. Optimistic 
What aspects of your role do you enjoy the most? What I like most about my job is that no day 
is the same. Things can change at any second, which often requires you to think quickly on 
your feet and complete three tasks at once. The variety of tasks I carry out on a daily basis is 
very broad. Also, the different types of people I meet every day varies and it always challenges me to develop my communication 
and people skills. One of the main satisfactions I get out of my job is growing the agency’s portfolio and knowing that a landlord 
places their complete trust in me to manage their investment property. I take the role of managing someone’s property very 
seriously - and when someone trusts you, it gives you great satisfaction, especially when you are a young agent. 
What do you like to do on your days off? When I’m not working I enjoy being outdoors (I love bushwalks) & traveling whenever I can. 

L-R: Hugh McMurtrie, Lucy Hart, Bevan Benson, Tess Cameron, Stacey Sedgwick, Anna McMurtrie, Leigh Devine, Tom Bowman, Will Sedgwick, Luke Bowman 
and Charlie went on a tour of Rangers Valley Feedlot to see some of their F1 cattle on feed, followed by a visit to John Dee Abbatoir to see their beef grade. 


