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JUNE 2019 

Agronomy Update 

Current Conditions Quick Overview 

Rainfall 

The use of CliMate allows us to look at periods 
in the past to periods in the future for rainfall 
outlook for numerous locations around the 
district.  

Rainfall records are for the years 1920 until 
present. Currently rainfall outlooks are based 
from January 2019 to three months ahead. 

Accumulated rainfall value from January till now 
is currently 201mm (139mm below the median) 
at Manilla, and 219mm (133mm below median) 
at Barraba. 

Subsoil moisture is ranging between 20mm 
(12%) at Barraba, 14mm (8%) at Manilla. 
Current plant evapotranspiration is around 3mm 
per day, down from 7mm/day. 

BoM forecast is expecting 85% chance of at 
least 10mm for June, 85% chance of exceeding 
50mm by end of August. The continual rise in 
sea surface 
temperatures, 
especially in the 
Pacific, indicates 
that El Nino 
conditions are 
here for the 
winter period. 

Germination Rates in the District 

Recent plant counts at germination of oats 
sown in the district showed a difference in 
germination rates when sowed between early 
March to the end of March. 

A 10% gain was evident in crops sowed into a 
lower soil temperature, later in the month. 

Sowing Rates and Time of Sowing 

How do I calculate what my sowing rate should 
be for cereals in the district? 

The notion of sowing 40kgs/ha for oats seems 

to be based on fiction rather than fact. 

Factors to consider when calculating a 
sowing rate depends on the following: 

 Growing seasonal rainfall (April – 

October) plus soil moisture at sowing 

 Plants per metre 

 Seed weight (oats 30–33g/1000 seeds) 

 Cost effective amount of forage required 

– kgs DM produced to cost of 
establishment 

An oat population, based on a reasonable 
season at the lower end of rainfall, is about 
140 plants per square metre. 

To achieve this, you would require at sowing 
rate, at 85% germination, 18cm row spacings 
(7”) of 50kgs/ha. 

Slopes and Plains sowing rates should be 
between 60 -70kgs/ha or 180–200 plants per 
square metre.(GRDC) 

Delaying sowing by two to three weeks will 
improve germination success and save 
approximately $18.70/ha in extra seed costs. 

Paddocks marked for seed should always be 
soil tested for nutrient deficiencies before 
sowing. A 10% difference in seed weight can 
equal up to 8% loss in germination, extra loss 
due to high soil temperatures or poor nutrition. 
This can equate to a total loss of between 18–
23% in plant numbers. 

Nitrogen at Sowing 

An update on how much nitrogen can be 
applied at sowing without burning the seed. 

Maximum nitrogen rate on 18cm row spacings 
is 30kgs Nitrogen, or 20kgs Nitrogen for 25cm 
row spacings. 

 A sowing rate of DAPS plus Trace Elements 
150kgs/ha = 24kgs nitrogen for 18cm row 
spacings and 125kgs for 25cm row spacings. 

To get the best from your oats, suggest 
broadcasting or drilling 125–150kgs/ha Urea 
before sowing and sow in a different direction 
the oats with your starter fertilizer. Urea loss 
through volitisation is generally 5%. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the paddock. 

Andrew Jack 

M: 0484 821006 

E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 

 We are holding a Tropical Pasture 
Night on 26th June 2019 at Barraba 
Bowling Club. Topics to be 
discussed:  

 Results from the Tropical 
pasture trials  

 2019/2020 program 

 Grower feedback and 
suggestions 

 Fertiliser trial updates DPI 

 Pasture recovery – options, 
planning, renovation 

 Spring sowing options – forage 
crops, crop availability 

 Nibblies to be provided. Depending 
on numbers, a bus will run to and 
from Manilla on the night. This will 
be a good opportunity to relax, 
touch base and have a chat with 
other people who may be in similar 
positions. RSVP for catering and bus 
purposes by 24th June to either 
store; Manilla 02 6785 1911, 
Barraba 02 6782 1006 

 Service NSW has launched mobile 
service centres which will be at 
Bingara and Manilla on a regular 
basis. Visit their website for 
timetables and more info: 
www.service.nsw.gov.au 

 Applications for the Emergency 
Drought Transport Subsidy close 
30th June 2019; a subsidy of up to 
$40,000 (an increase from $20,000) 
for the transport of fodder, water 
and/or stock. More info here:  

 https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/
grants/transport-subsidy-
emergency-drought-relief 

Sowing Date Sowing Rate Germination 

March 1st week 40kgs/ha 80% 

Mid March 40kgs/ha 85% 

Late March 40kgs/ha 90% 

https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/grants/transport-subsidy-emergency-drought-relief
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/grants/transport-subsidy-emergency-drought-relief
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/grants/transport-subsidy-emergency-drought-relief
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Rural Property Outlook 

 

by Manilla Real Estate Agent, Christopher Atkinson 

Despite the ongoing dry conditions, the rural property market 
remains strong. There is demand around, although the market is 
being very picky, with buyers looking for specific properties that 
are hard to find. 

It seems obvious and almost silly to say, but any sizable properties 
with a good water licence will command strong interest from the 
market, as will properties carrying a body of feed - but these are 
rare!  

I have had indications from some clients that they may be willing 
to put their properties up for sale when the season breaks. This 
may be the case in a number of areas, with rural property as 
strong as it’s ever been, although in my opinion I don’t think the 
market will rise a lot more when the drought breaks as it has 
already had a big rise over the last couple of years. 

It may take some time for the rural market to recover, although 
there is still interest from the city while commodities such as beef, 
wool, and lambs remain strong now and into the medium term. 
In saying all that, if you are considering 
selling your property look at all your 
options and come have a private chat 
with us. 

There may be the buyer you’re looking 
for on our books, and if we know you are 
considering selling we can keep that in 
mind. Even if you’re not ready to sell just 
yet, if someone comes along we can talk! 

5 Tips to Help Get Your Property Sold 
by Barraba Real Estate Agent and Property Manager,   

Sinclair Hughson 

1. Make sure your property is not 
overpriced, as people do their 
own research these days and 
often have a good idea of what 
properties are worth. Most 
buyers want value for money. 

2. If you have a unique feature in, 
or of, your property, promote 
it. Make it stand out from the rest of the properties 
on the market. 

3. First impressions count! Make sure your yard is well 
maintained and manicured, with not too much (or an 
easy maintenance) garden as most buyers see it as 
extra work. 

4. Keep your house appearance clean and tidy with not 
too much clutter. If the house is cluttered with 
personal items, this makes the house look a lot 
smaller. 

5. The most important rooms in a house are the kitchen 
and bathroom/s. Make them as presentable as 
possible, as these are the rooms that cost the most to 
renovate. 

$158,000       

TIDY HOME, PRICED TO SELL! 

 Two bedroom home on a large 1008m2 block 

 Updated kitchen, new flooring and paint throughout 

 Closed-in verandah and additional small office area 

 Huge backyard recently top-dressed and seeded with 
lawn 

 Rear lane access as well as street frontage 

 A great bargain, whether it’s for yourself or an 
investment. Move-in ready! 

 

Contact Christopher Atkinson     0499 851 911 

$145,000 

BRICK HOUSE READY TO MOVE INTO 

 Well presented three-bedroom house on a 670m2 block 

 Two bedrooms with built-in wardrobes  

 Split-system air-conditioner in the lounge, and ceiling 
fans in lounge and main bedroom 

 Polished floorboards in the main living area  

 Garden sheds, car port and a poly tank on a stand  

 Previously tenanted for $210.00 per week, a fantastic 
rent return 

 

Contact Sinclair Hughson      0428 821 071 

MANILLA - 20 Rowan Street BARRABA - 3 Askin Avenue 
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