
 

 

JULY 2018 

 Accumulated rainfall 152mm 

for Barraba (223 mm below 

average) 

 Accumulated rainfall  for 

Manilla 114mm (209mm below 

average) 

 There has been a change to 

regulation allowing property 

owners more flexibility in 

controlling the kangaroo 

population 

 CBA has announced further 

support measures for drought 

affected customers. Offering 

access to confidential 

counselling service, a possible 

hold on business loan 

repayments and early 

withdrawal of farm 

management deposit funds 

before maturity.  

 

Agronomy  Update 
 

 

Crop Failure - What happens to the 

fertiliser I sowed? 

The district is littered with stressed forage 

crops: should the crops completely fail, 

what happens to the fertiliser you planted? 

- Nitrogen moves only when there is 

sufficient soil moisture, it will mineralize 

and become available to the next crop. 

- Phosphorous is fairly immobile and will 

stay in the top 10-15cm soil profile 

- Microbes – the engine room of the soil, 

microbial activity will reduce as a result of 

physiological stress and physical factors. 

They basically become dormant until 

suitable rains refill moisture levels. 
 

Pasture Management in Dry Times 

Drought periods give time to review 

paddocks that are past their prime. 

Identify “sacrifice” paddocks to hold stock 

should it rain, it will take 3-4 weeks before 

most paddocks will be ready for grazing. 

Those paddocks can then be sprayed out 

for a spring fallow and planted to a 

summer forage crop. 

Take note where feeding out imported hay 

as this will be hotbed for weeds. 

Jump the fence or get in the ute and look 

around the district for paddocks that still 

have feed. Check out what varieties are 

surviving, such as Lucerne. 
 

What is the Carrying Capacity                      

of the District? 

This question was asked at the Hart Rural 

Drought night to clarify some 

misconceptions. District carrying capacity 

can range from 2.5DSE to 6 DSE/ha or 1 

cow to 10acres. The issue is that average 

rainfall indicates that district carrying 

capacity should be 10-20DSE/ha depending 

on native or tropical pastures. 

DPI and Local Land Services have come 

onboard to answer this issue. They are 

supporting Hart Rural with a research 

project to find an answer. 

 

We need your help, though. 
 

We are after tropical pasture paddocks to 

set up for grazing data and a little bit of 

your time to answer some questions. 

The results will be anonymous and will 

include: identifying the limitations to 

more productive tropical pastures, 

improved grazing strategies, raising the 

district DSE carrying capacity. 
 

Soil Carbon 

The push for improving soil carbon levels 

thus improving nitrogen levels is not a 

short term fix but should be part of any 

improvement process on your farm. The 

build up of soil carbon is a slow process. It 

can be variable, difficult, and can take 

decades before a response to changed 

soil carbon levels can be reliably 

measured. Soil Carbon build-up has many 

benefits including improved soil structure, 

better water holding capacity and 

nutrient cycling. 

Actions like stubble management, ground 

cover and green manure crops are all 

sound management practices, in reality it 

takes 15-20t of carbon to increase the 

organic carbon content in the top 10 – 

15cm of the soil profile by 1%. In other 

words, improvements will take decades. 

Though Carbon trading is a buzz industry 

to be in, studies done by the CSIRO have 

shown that hidden costs from nutrient 

loss and compliance costs will outweigh 

any financial benefits. (GRDC Ground 

Cover Issue 107 2013) 
 

Current supply of Hay, Cottonseed and 

feed blocks are up to six weeks to 

delivery, please talk to our merchandise 

staff regarding current supply situations. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you in the 

paddock. 
 

Andrew Jack 

M: 0484 821006 

E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 



$265,000 

INVESTMENT POTENTIAL OR 
BUY FOR YOURSELF! 

INDOOR FEATURES: 
- Built-in wardrobes to two bedrooms 
- Huge linen/storage cupboard 
- Large living/dining area 
- Carpeted in bedrooms and lounge                          
 area 
- Modern kitchen & additional family 
 room 
- Bathroom with separate toilet 
- Screened-in sunroom 
- Wood combustion heater, two split-
 system ACs, ceiling fans in two 
 bedrooms 
 
OUTDOOR FEATURES: 
- Fully fenced 1012sqm block with rear 
 lane access 
- Undercover verandah area 
- Double carport 
- Garage, workshop, and man-cave 
- Garden sheds, wood shed & chook 
 pen 
- Freshwater tanks & cubby house 

Currently tenanted at $290 per week. 

Contact Gemma Rothwell     
0457 851 911 
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MANILLA - 106 Namoi Street 

$165,000 

VENDORS MOTIVATED TO SELL, 
GREAT LOCATION! 

- Three bedroom home 

- Painted inside and out 

- New carpet in the lounge and 
bedrooms 

- Two bedrooms with built-ins 

- Ceiling fan in main bedroom and 
second lounge room 

- Two split system air conditioners 

- Wood fire 

- New kitchen with gas & electric self-
cleaning stove, optional island bench, 
and combined walk-in pantry 

- New 22,500L freshwater tank and 
new guttering 

- Large 2000m2 block 

- Fantastic location 
 

Contact Sinclair Hughson 

0428 821 071 

BARRABA - 40 Queen Street 
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 SALE - O  

Bull sale season is here! Mark your 

calendars.  

 

 

Thursday 19th of July 2018 

Friday 20th of July 2018 

Friday 31st August 2018 

 

Also available for private sale are 
Leeton Angus bulls and Kildare South 

Devon bulls 

If you would like to attend other sales 
and require catalogues, information 
or assistance in bull selection let us 

know. Please contact us if you would 
like to book any bulls back through 

Hart Rural so we can arrange this for 
you.  

Talk to our livestock team for more 

information: 

Charlie Hart 0428 658 457 

Jarrod Hannaford 0427 107 934 

Tessa Cameron 0427 821 006 

        

  

Thank you to everyone who attended our Drought 

Information Night. We hope you all took something 

positive away from the evening. Special thanks to NAB 

Agribusiness for supplying the meat for the barbeque, 

Ridley for donating the $500 stockfeed vouchers (won by 

Dan Lott and Don Carter) and to Chris Brodbeck for 

donating 30ha of spraying (won by Craig Main). 


