
 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Agronomy Update 
Autumn Outlook 

El Nino, in whatever form, has 
developed through the summer 
months. On current trends, sowing 
conditions will be similar to last 
year with low subsoil moisture and 
high soil temperatures extending 
into March. 

2019 Cropping Program 

The strain on finances due to hand 
feeding stock will play a major part 
in cropping decisions. Instead of 
looking at what your cheapest 
options are, look at what will give 
you the best return for both stock, 
soil and bank balance. Look at the 
cost of the end result – cost/kgs/
DM/ha produced. 

Newer cereal varieties such as 
Warlock and Naparoo, while 
initially cost more, will soon 
outstrip older varieties such as 
Yarran and Eurabbie in production 
values. The key to successful 
sowing will be available soil 
moisture and soil temperature; 
those who sowed early in 2018 
endured a penalty of 50 – 70% seed 
loss. 

Now What? 

Maintain summer fallow programs, 
spray rather than cultivate.  

Leave as much stubble or dry 
matter on top to hold soils 
together. Our soil types only absorb 
about 30% of summer rainfall due 
to run off, evaporation and 
drainage. Those with good ground 
cover have been exceeding this 
with some sites having 30cm of soil 
moisture. 

Plan your cropping program and look 
at alternatives such as brassicas and 
ryegrass. 

Review sowing dates and effect on 
grazing programs, and watch out for 
hopper infestations and spray 
accordingly. 

2019 Cereal Seed Supply 

Though we have put forward orders 
in for Oats, Wheat and Barley, seed 
companies have not fulfilled orders, 
please start reviewing your 2019 
cropping program to guarantee seed 
delivery. 

Put it in your diary: our annual Crop 
Update Information Night will be on 
Thursday, 21st February 2019 at 
Manilla RSL, starting at 6.30pm. 

Depending on numbers, a bus will be 
provided for Barraba clients leaving 
from the Barraba store at 5.30pm.  
Please RSVP by Monday 18th 
February. 

Topics to be discussed will be: 

 Increasing demand for grain in 
the district and what options are 
available 

 Current chemical trends with 
Nufarm 

 Autumn sowing options – 
cereals, ryegrass, brassica’s 

 the latest update on our tropical 
grass research 

Looking forward to seeing you in the 
paddock. 

Andrew Jack 

M: 0484 821 006 

E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 

 We are already experiencing 

oats seed shortages so please 

call us ASAP to discuss options 

 Don’t miss our Cropping 

Information Night! Details in the 

Agronomy Update 

 Accumulated rainfall 125mm 

below the monthly average in 

Manilla, and 74mm at Barraba 

 Subsoil moisture between 52mm 

(38%) at Barraba and 31mm 

(18%) at Manilla. This time last 

year saw 52% at Barraba and 

58% at Manilla 

 BoM forecast 75% chance of 

25mm for Feb, but 40% chance 

of exceeding median rainfall 

from February to April 

 Current evaporation rates 7mm-

10mm/day, while daily plant 

use (Tropicals) is 7mm. Soil 

temps from 27o C (Bundarra) to 

over 30o C at Manilla through to 

Barraba 

 The Govt. are offering a new 

rebate to Primary Producers for 

costs related to water 

infrastructure, however the 

Emergency Water Infrastructure 

Rebate Scheme has some strict 

guidelines and eligibility criteria. 

For more information visit: 

https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/

assistance/emergency-water-

infrastructure-rebate-scheme 



$255,000          

TAKE A LOOK! 

 Three bedroom home, two living areas 
 Tranquil backyard with established gardens, sitting 

areas and shedding 
 Single lockup garage with mezzanine level suitable 

for teenage retreat or storage 
 Carport and additional storage area 
 Fantastic undercover BBQ area 
 743m2 block in a quiet street close to all amenities 
 Neat, well-maintained home with motivated 

vendors 

Contact Christopher Atkinson     0499 851 911 

3 1 2 $159,000 

TIDY HOUSE, RURAL VIEWS, OWNERS 
MOTIVATED TO SELL 

 Three bedroom brick house 
 Newly tinted windows on western side 
 Two bedrooms with built-ins, third with cupboard 
 Ceiling fans, wall heaters throughout, large split-

system A/C and gas heater 

 Carpet throughout, two kitchen pantries 

 Tile roof and gal tank on stand for rainwater 

 Well maintained and manicured yard, 844m2 block 

 Security screens on windows and doors 

 

Contact Sinclair Hughson      0428 821 071 

MANILLA - 8 Kamilaroi Crescent 

1   3 1 

BARRABA - 8 Arthur Street 

Meet Jenny H, our newest merchandise team member! 
Name: Jennifer Hargraves 

What is your role at Hart Rural: Merchandise Sales (Manilla) 

Before working at Hart Rural, what was the most unusual or interesting 

job you’ve ever had? That would have to be weighing Alpacas at a 

horse spelling farm that I worked at - I got spat on heaps of times and it 

stinks. 

Three words that best describe you? Friendly, helpful, assertive. 

What aspects of your role do you enjoy the most? Helping customers, 

ordering horse products, and listening to and learning more from 

farmers. You can never stop learning when it comes to Agriculture etc. 

What do you like to do on your days off? I enjoy playing with horses, 

spending time with the family or going to the beach. 


