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Agronomy Update 

As stated in previous newsletters, if 
you are thinking of sowing, please 
check for seed availability. If you are 
buying seed over the fence, is it 
germination tested? What is the 
seed weight, and is it treated? All 
these factors can affect sowing rates 
and germination results. 

The sowing window for grazing ends 
in May. 

Witches Brews, Tea Compost, Milk-
Based Biological Stimulants 

CSIRO has just released a research 
paper on Biological Amendments in 
the Australian Grains Industry.  

The CSIRO findings (MacDonald et 
al) indicate that there is 
considerable theoretical evidence 
for biological amendments to alter 
plant responses, but there is a 
shortage of field-based evidence, be 
it scientific or independent.  

A recent newspaper article 
regarding a local barley crop that 
yielded well considering low rainfall 
was mainly due to using a “microbial 
stimulant that awakens dormant 
microbes and restores their 
relationship with the soil”, may 
initially look outstanding but closer 
analysis will show that the grower is 
actually mining his country of 
nutrients rather than being 
sustainable. 

The premise of microbes restoring 
the relationship with the soil shows 
a clear lack of understanding of the 
complex and dynamic cycle of 
microbes and fungi in our soils. In a 
broad sense, greater than 2 million 
bacteria and fungi are in a teaspoon 
of soil, all interacting, living, dying, 
and decomposing. 

Microbial/bacterial populations are 
constantly fluctuating in the soil 
profile.  

In general, these populations will 
reduce in dry times, reducing 
nutrient breakdown and carbon 
levels.  

Microbial biomass will return 

 Last month we said farewell to Tim 
McDonald, who has been with us for six 
years! Best of luck for the future, Tim. 
You will be missed! 

 CLEARING SALE - 18th May 2019 in 
Manilla. Mark the date on your 
calendar! More details to come 

 RUN OUT SALE on boots & summer/
winter clothing at our Manilla store - 
head in store to see what is there 

 PUBLIC HOLIDAY CLOSURES 
This month our store will be closed on 
the following public holidays for Easter 
and Anzac day: 
 Friday 19th April 
 Saturday 20th April 
 Sunday 21st April 
 Monday 22nd April 
 Thursday 25th April 

 Accumulated rainfall Jan-now at 136mm 
& 34mm below yearly avg at 
Manilla /68mm below at Barraba. 
Subsoil moisture 40mm (23%) at 
Barraba and 43mm (25%) at Manilla, 
evap. rate about 7mm per day 

 Current soil temps dropping: 9am at 
Manilla was 25o C, 260 at Barraba, 
depending on ground cover 

 BoM forecast 50% chance of at least 
10mm for April, 75% chance of 
exceeding 50mm by end of June 

 The rain band from the cyclones was a 
one-off event, El Nino conditions are 
expected for the winter period 

Charlie and Lucy Hart with the finalists and Winner of the Novice Campdraft at 
the Barraba Show last month, sponsored by Jurox and Hart Rural Agencies 

naturally as soil moisture improves. 

The premise that introduced 
bacteria or miracle brews can 
restore the soil relationship with 
microbes is misleading. 

Until there is greater collaborative 
research between amendment 
industries were data is centralized 
for analysis, peer review and 
ultimately a tool that would allow 
comparison to suit soil types, 
growers are advised to look closer at 
putting more importance on the 
Four R’s of fertilizer application 
(Right product, Right rate, Right 
time, Right source). 

Future trial work by Hart Rural will 
look at using liquid biological 
stimulants on pasture and cereals. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the 
paddock. 

Andrew Jack 
M: 0484 821006 
E: agronomy@cbhart.com.au 



$1,350,000         

“BEN DOWNS” - LIFESTYLE WITH AN INCOME 

 Located 3kms north of Manilla running from the road to the 
river, and is two-thirds arable 

 63 megs of reliable water (currently leased) and gently sloping 
red basalt country down to river flats - this property is ideal for 
cropping, Lucerne or fodder production, or for fattening stock 

 Magnificent four-bedroom home with two bathrooms and 
spectacular open-plan kitchen, dining area and living 

 Indoor/outdoor entertaining area overlooking the river and 
mountains to the west 

 Beautiful established gardens surrounding the house 

 Ben Downs has it all; location, lovely home, and the 
opportunity of an income! 

Contact Christopher Atkinson     0499 851 911 

4 2 6 $140,000 

ELDERLY FRIENDLY HOME 

 Two bedroom cottage with some fantastic features within 
walking distance to the main street and near to the hospital  

 Lounge room with reverse cycle air conditioning, wood fire, 
gas heater and evaporative cooling throughout the house 

 Modern kitchen with plenty of cupboard and bench space 

 Combined bathroom/laundry which is quite large and elderly 
friendly with hand rails all around 

 Access ramp out the back to the undercover BBQ area and low
-maintenance yard 

 Lockup garage, two-car carport and garden shed. Outdoor 
blinds around the BBQ area and front verandah, to relax and 
enjoy your morning coffee on 

Contact Ashley McNeill      02 6782 1006 

MANILLA - Ben Downs 
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BARRABA - 37 Fitzroy Street 


