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Agronomy News  

- with Andrew Jack 
 

Summer Fallow 

Now is the time to plan what paddocks 

are to be fallowed for winter cropping 

programs, especially those affected by 

ryegrass infestations. 

After deciding on what paddocks to be 

fallowed, when was the last time a soil 

test was done for those paddocks? 

Soils in the district are naturally acidic, 

low in Sulphur and Nitrogen but very 

high in Magnesium, Potassium and Iron. 

Application of lime and gypsum can 

correct these issues, returning better 

performance from your forage cereals 

and ryegrass. 

Reducing seed set in Liverseed and 

Barnyard grass 

Liverseed and Barnyard grass are tough 

annuals growing in the district, they are 

prolific seeders and can provide some 

good cattle feed in the short term. 

Unfortunately they can become 

resistant to Atrazine and Glyphosate. 

In fallow paddocks now is the time to 

control any seed set by chemical fallow 

using Glyphosate and Paraquat. 

Techniques such as a ‘double knock’ or 

‘spray graze’ can be used in conjunction 

with shallow cultivation. 

Double Knock 

 Glyphosate, Amicide Adv plus LI 700 
wetter  

 Three days later apply Spray Seed plus 
BS1000 wetter 

 Cost @ $32/ha 

Chemical options for weed control in Summer 

Fallow 

 Fleabane, Liverseed, Barnyard grass 

 - Glyphosate, Cavalier/Goal, LI 700 wetter   

 - good residual , 3 – 6 months 

 Melons 

 - Glyphosate, LV Ester, Garlon, BS1000 

 Large broadleaf weeds 

 -Glyphosate, Cavalier/Goal, Starane 

  Advanced, Wetter TX  good residual 

Always use higher water rates to get good 

plant coverage and reduce issues from dust, 

use a minimum of 80ltrs/ha. 

Poultry Manure – is it worth it 

The practice of applying poultry manure on 

either pastures or broadacre paddocks as a 

way of improving organic matter and a cheap 

source of nitrogen is questionable 

considering the cost per unit applied. 

Poultry manure per metric tonne generally 

contains the following units of nitrogen, 

phosphorous 

Allowing for 30% Nitrogen loss due to 

volitization, it makes nitrogen very 

expensive. Another issue to consider is the 

Carbon/Nitrogen ratio of 30:1, the higher the 

ratio above 24:1 the more nitrogen is 

consumed by microbes in order to 

breakdown the manure and less for your 

pasture. 

 

 BOM predicts short, weak, La 

Nina. 

 Full subsoil moisture profile is 

ranging between with 63% at 

Manilla and 56% at Barraba. 

 EYCI currently sitting at 

577.5c/kg (cwt). 

 Prince Harry finally put a ring 

on it! 

 Wool EMI currently sitting at 

1669c/kg (clean). 

 Mick Keogh fighting to have 

cattle Kill Data be more 

transparent.  

 MLA plans to make red meat 

industry carbon neutral by 

2030. 

Units N P K S 

 3.00 1.50 1.50 0.05 

Plant Available 2.00 1.50 1.50 0.05 

Cost per Unit $ 3.00 7.50 12.00 10.00 

     
Cost based on $60/mt delivered 

We are looking to purchase a 

grazing property to run  

400-600 breeders! 

Please call Charlie if you can 

be of any help 0428 658 457 



 
3 1   2 

MANILLA - EBBE VILLE 

4 2 

BARRABA - MYLA 

                  Christmas Cattle 

   Sale Shutdowns 
  Gunnedah Prime Sale:  

Last - 19 Dec 2017 

First - 9 Jan 2017 

Tamworth Store: 

Last - 15 Dec 17 

First - 19 Jan 17 

Tamworth Prime: 

Last - 18 Dec 17 

  First - 8 Jan 17 

 

Please note: Hart Rural will be trading 
as usual over the Christmas/New Year 

period. We will only close on public 
holidays 

$785,000 

1040 ACRES APPROX. 

’Ebbe Ville’ has about 3km frontage 
to the semi-permanent Borah Creek 
& 2 x 30Meg irrigation licences. 
Approx. 400 ac. of farmable land, 
two bores, 14 dams & cattle yards 
with calf cradle, loading ramp & 
crush (not set up). Currently running 
120 cows. Cottage-style three 
bedroom home with a verandah on 
two sides. 

Contact Chris Atkinson           
0499 851 911 

$1,590,000 

2375 ACRES APPROX. 

Split into 29 paddocks, ‘Myla’ has 
50+ dams, 90,000L tank filled from 
the bore, cattle/sheep yards, 3-4 
stand wool shed, machinery, hay 
and saddle sheds, 40t silo, camp 
draft arena + more. Four bedroom 
home, new kitchen, bathroom + 
ensuite, solar hot water, verandah 
& coolroom. Currently running 
1,200 sheep & 100 cattle. 

Contact Sinclair Hughson        
0428 821 071 

Layer Pullets 

Thursday 11th Jan 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

BLACK X, RED X, WHITE X  - 14 weeks $18.00 

 ISA BROWN – 12 weeks $17.50 

Pick up:  

Manilla 3.15pm 

Barraba 4.30pm 


